New Canine Heartworm Guidelines
The American Heartworm Society (AHS) has
released new canine heartworm guidelines.
It is estimated that currently more than
1 million dogs in the United States are
infected with heartworms. Environmental
changes created by humans, changes in
natural climatic conditions, and animal
movement have increased heartworm
infection potential. The new guidelines
include the following recommendations:

•
•
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Annual testing for heartworm disease in
all areas of the United States
Year-round administration of prevention
drugs to increase compliance, control
zoonotic parasites and prevent
heartworm disease.
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HEARTWORM DISEASE –
one bite is all it takes!

Heartworm disease in animals is a serious
health threat that can ultimately result in
heart failure and death. ONE BITE from
an infected mosquito can transmit heartworms to your pet. Dogs
are the most common victims, but cats, coyotes and other animals
are also susceptible. The heartworms restrict blood flow and cause
organ damage and ultimately death. Symptoms include: coughing,
labored breathing, and heart failure. Treatment is available for
dogs, although it is expensive and may cause complications.

Prevention is the key to your pet’s protection –

We recommend annual testing your dog for heartworms. Once
a month prescription medication is required to protect your
pet during the year. This medication destroys any immature
heartworms that exist in your pet’s bloodstream.
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